Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

granted to William Kelly, the process was not
put into general use in this country until after
1860.

I have referred to Mr. Kelly's visits to James
Ward at Niles in connection with his invention.
These occurred while 1 was a member of the
Ward household, and the matter was discussed at
the Ward table. On one of these visits Mr. Kelly
was much exercised over the fact that; he had
neglected to patent his discovery, but; still had
great hopes that he would yet be able to reap
the rewards of it, in spite of the fact that Besse-
mer had been granted a patent a few days be-
fore his application was filed, I cannot recall
the date of this occurrence, but it; must: have
been in 1857, as the patents were granted int
this country in 1856.

As a matter of fact, neither Bessemer nor
Kelly is entitled to the honor of inventing the
Bessemer steel process. Kelly had, years before
Bessemer began his. experiments, conceived the
idea of decarburizing iron by a blast of air, and
had actually used the process in the making
of iron which he used and sold in place of that
produced in the refinery and run out fires then
employed* Sir Henry Bessemer conceived the

f>8